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affected much, but your subordinates at home and abroad must be
greatly pleased with the change."
"No doubt. A Minister at a foreign court is treated like a distant
cousin, but Ambassadors are received as honored guests on all state
occasions. While the former represents the Foreign Minister of his
Government, the latter speak for the Sovereign, so that the Minister
can only meet the Foreign Minister, but Ambassadors can ask an
audience—" Hayashi explained.
"How is it that this German Government so quickly copied the
United States in receiving our Ambassador? Many years ago, when
we had great admiration and respect for the Berlin Government, she
slapped our face often. As a result our newspapers and magazines were
unfriendly to Germany."
Hayashi answered: "Well, we are not at liberty to speak about the
actions of another government, but when Ambassador Inouye was
received in audience at the German Court, Wilhelm II pointed out
the hostile attitude of our newspapers towards Germany. Our diplo-
mat was consulted as to what could be done to create more friendly
feelings between the two countries."
"Is it a mere rumor or is there some truth in the story that a re-
vised commercial treaty is to be concluded between Nippon and
America in which the United States will give us full power to
adjust the tax rate on goods coming into our country from abroad?
What do you call that in your legal phrase—tariff autonomy?" the
businessman asked.
The Foreign Minister dodged the question by saying: "Other peo-
ple seem to know much more than I do."
Another group, surrounding the Minister of Home Affairs, Kara,
was congratulating the Seiyukai Party on its victory in the last gen-
eral elections.
"It is a fact that in our Cabinet the Minister of Home Affairs wields
enormous power, is it not? In ordinary times he has direct control
over all the Prefects or Governors in the country, including the
power to appoint and dismiss them, and through the Prefect his au-
thority reaches to the lowest political subdivisions. But, Home Min-
ister Hara, how did you influence the general elections and how did
you carry the last one so successfully?"
Hara replied quiedy: "By carefully mobilizing the Prefects and
their subordinates for the Government Party, the Seiyukai, and by
the Party's own campaigns."

